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I. OVERVIEW 


1988 — THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


For the Literary Sections, FY-88 was a year dominated by 
reduced staff, a plethora of substantive problems, and the 
introduction of personal computers throughout the entire staff. 


During the course of the year, we lost a number of examiners. 
Despite the fact that we filled two of those vacancies, we still had 
four examiner vacancies at the end of the year. This reduced examining 
staff had a real impact on our productivity in relation to receipts of 
claims to be examined. It became necessary several times during the 
year to institute temporary periods of increased distribution to enable 
us to keep up with the incoming work. During the summer, we blitzed 
for over three months with significantly increased daily distribution. 
As the year ends, we are offering some limited compensatory time for 
examiners, and we are anticipating filling the four vacancies right 
aways In any case, we plan to conduct a thorough review of our 
workload/staffing ratio and attempt to plan our workflow so as to 
minimize (if not eradicate) the need for periodic blitzing. 


Substantive issues and concerns included compilations and de 
minimis text claims as well as a number of new technology issues. 
The review period for de minimis text claims ended with each examiner 
receiving authorization to handle these claims independently. 
Compilations, on the other hand, are in the midst of an extensive 
review period. During the year, we issued guidelines for handling 
factual compilations and instituted a review procedure whereby the 
examiner, senior examiner, and team leader would write their brief 
analysis of each compilation claim and forward the case up-line to the 
section head. Section Heads conferred on many of these and concluded 
with a recommendation as to appropriate action on each such case. This 
process has been quite time consuming for all, but has had real merit 
in sharing thinking and perceptions and in helping clarify how we 
analyze these often subtle cases. Revised guidelines issued in May 
enabled many final decisions to be made at the Team Leader or Senior 
Examiner level. Early in the coming year we should be able to identify 
specific compilations and groups of compilations that are clearly 
copyrightable or not, thus reducing the number of compilations that 
will still require up-line review. 


Other substantive areas requiring special study stemmed from 
advances in computer technology and included claims in computer screen 
displays, so-called PAL programs, music synthesizer programs, template 
or shell or “piggy-back" programs, expert and other artificial 
intelligence knowledge-base systems, electronic databases, and typefont 
programs/databases. Each of these is discussed separately in the 
appropriate section of this report. 


a) 


The other major preoccupation for Literary this year was the 
transition from typewriters to personal computers, a transition that 
had begun at the end of last year and that has now been accomplished at 
all levels throughout the section. Now, rather than having examiners 
and technicians type draft letters on paper to be re-keystroked by the 
correspondence clerk, we prepare drafts on the PC, sending a disk to 
the correspondence clerk who adds the name and address of the 
addressee, completes the letter, and prints it out. So much time was 
saved by processing our correspondence this way that we were able to 
have the clerks help out with additional CMS duties and with UB 
preparation in the course of their day. This move enabled our 
technicians to have time for additional claims processing and for more 
letter writing. Technicians received authorization to examine certain 
unpublished text claims, and are now in the initial review period using 
written guidelines. Senior examiners review their work until they are 
made independent (which should happen early in the new year). 
Technicians are now scheduled to receive letter-writing training 
within the next several weeks, taught by Mildred Henninger. We 
anticipate expanding technician letter-writing authority as well as the 
criteria used to determine those serials they can examine and enter 
independently. We also anticipate Short Form SE having a very positive 
impact on how we examine serials. 


This past year was not an easy year. We had to require an 
extra measure of commitment and work from our staff, and they came 
through beautifully. We also were faced with a number of difficult new 
kinds of works generating numerous questiong and issues. Various staff 
members have accepted positions on task groups to pursue these issues 
and recommend appropriate Office responses. We anticipate a year ahead 
with a full complement of examiners and technicians and, hopefully, a 
more manageable workload. 


I. STAFFING 


CORRESPONDENCE CLERKS: 


We began the year with six and a half staff members plus two vacancies 
and ended the year with eight and a half staff members. During the 
year, we gained Robin Queen and Schamell Durham. Paul Strickler 
transferred to us from the PA Correspondence Unit. Diernee Harris 
resigned in October 1987 to accept employment elsewhere. William 
Thompson completed his tour as a work-study student and was replaced by 
Raymond Scott who came on board in June. 


SECTION SECRETARY: 


Denise Garrett left in June to accept a position as a technician in the 
PA Section. As the year ends, we are about to fill that vacancy in 
Literary l. 


TECHNICIAN: 


In February, John ("Tony") Newton joined the Literary staff, coming 
from the Licensing Division. 


EXAMINERS : 


We were deeply saddened by the death of Ron Clements in March this 
year. During the course of the year we bid farewell to Jeff Lubin who 
left to devote full time to his photography business in October, Jean 
Tooter who retired in March, and Faith Stern who resigned in September 
to accompany her husband to Australia for a year. 


During the year be welcomed two new examiners -- Thomas Skallerup, who 
reported in March, and Alden Almquist, who reported in May. Both were 
RIFees from the Federal Research Division (FRD) of the Library. We 
also welcomed the arrival of Rose Apter, who transferred to Literary 
Examining from the Renewals Section. As the year ends, we are about to 
fill four examiner vacancies. 


TEAM LEADERS: 


We were saddened by the unexpected death of Julius Culp in late 
October. Melissa Dadant, head of the Masked Works Section, served as 
interim team leader until April. Nanette Petruzzelli, formerly the 
senior examiner on the team, was promoted to the position of 
Supervisory Copyright Examiner in July. Her former position as senior 
examiner should be filled early in the new fiscal year. 
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II. STAFF ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, TRAINING 


GENERAL : 


Review of Closed Files: Skip Schultz, Richard Strick, Merleen Canty, 
Jim Lyons, Melissa Dadant and others formed a group to review and take 
appropriate action to close out open files found in the closed file. 
The group reviewed about 2000 files. Skip is now working with Phase II 
of this project with Canty and Rich. 


Personal Computers (PCs): Billy Shuttleworth, Peggy Sullivan, and 
Richard Strick helped install PCs in Literary. Thomas Bland, Phill 
Gill, and Rose Apter serve as PC resource persons within the section. 
Prior to her transfer to VA, Melissa Dadant also served as a section 
resource person. 


Special clean-up project: Howard Rouff and Donna Clark participated in 
a special project under the guidance of Phill Gill processing 
applications which had been water damaged in the Copyright Cataloging 
area when a faulty sprinkler system malfunctioned. 


Eugene Berry became a member of the District of Columbia Bar. 


Skip Schultz continued to serve as Literary's COINS Coordinator and as 
our division's liaison with the Information and Reference Division. 


Lorraine Berry served this year as a steward for Local 2910 within the 
Copyright Office. She is also serving as a representative to the 
Professional Policies and Development Committee. 


Peter Kearney served as Treasurer for Local 2910. 


Joe Mills and Peter Kearney continued to serve as volunteer LC Tour 
Guides. 


During the year, Peter Kearney translated several French documents and 
an extensive court case from the Paris High Court of Appeals (Le Monde 
ve Microfor) used in the Register's Section 108i Report for congress. 


Annelies Dobak assisted the Register's Office with a long-distance 
telephone call involving an official in Paris who spoke only French. 


Ellen Lazarus attended the Federal Bar Association annual convention in 
September, chairing the Intellectual Property Law Section. 


TRAINING: 


PC Training: Under the aegis of the Examining Division's 
Correspondence Task Group, the staff of Literary Sections made the 
transition from using typewriters to using personal computers. 

Training was done on-sight by Copyright Office staff members, including 
Literary Examining staffers Thomas Bland, Rose Apter and Phill Gill. 
Training was offered to Examining Division staff at all levels, from 
correspondence clerks through section heads, and to some staff members 
of other Divisions of the Copyright Office. 


CMS Training for Correspondence Clerks: During the latter part of the 


summer, our correspondence clerks received CMS training to enable them 
to handle additional CMS responsibilities and thereby relieve our 
technicians of much of their CMS work. Skip Schultz, CMS 

Coordinator for Literary coordinated the training, with Donma Clark and 
Bill Shuttleworth doing the actual training and review. As the year 
ends, Donna and Bill are nearly finished with this project and are only 
refining and polishing in this final stage of review. 


UB Preparation: Our correspondence clerks also received training in UB 
preparation so that they could relieve the technicians of this duty. 
As the year ends, they are handling this duty quite proficiently. 


Telephone Techniques Workshop: In March, our correspondence clerks 
participated in a course led by Robert Fritz of Performing Arts 


Examining. 


Technician training: 
(1) Examining certain unpublished text claims: Toward the end of 


the year, we issued criteria guidelines enabling technicians 
to examine and enter claims in certain unpublished text 
claims. Once they complete the review period, they will be 
independent in this responsibility. 


(2) Letter writing class: Scheduled to begin in early October, 
this course is being taught by Mildred Henninger throughout 
the Examining Division for technicians. 


In October, LMWG sponsored a viewing of the Massey film on attitudes. 
Refresher Typing course: Several examiners and technicians 
participated in LC's course in anticipation of the transition to PCs. 
DETAILS: 

Thomas Bland is currently serving on a 120 day detail helping examine 
claims in the PA Section and, for part of each day, handling Literary 


Examining correspondence during a period of excessive amounts of work 
on hand in both sections. 


TASK GROUPS: 


Database Task Group: Chaired by Nancy Lawrence, this group is 
comprised of Ellen Lazarus, Virginia Giroux, Sonny Rosen, and Victoria 
Miklos-Vego. During the year, the group commented on the draft of a 
proposed regulation on registration and deposit for a group of updates 
to a database; reviewed the comment letters received by the Office 
during the comment period, summarized our views, and requested a 
meeting with the attorney on the General Counsel's staff who is 
drafting the final regulation; met with that person and anticipate 
further input before regulation is finalized. Meanwhile, the group did 
some preliminary work on elements that would need to be included in a 
future Form GR/DB. It was our intent to revisit that application form 
during the summer, but Literary's blitz pre¢luded our doing so. During 
the summer, Ginny Giroux examined and corresponded as needed on all 
database claims on behalf of the group. 


Music Synthesizer Task Group: Faith Stern (Literary) and Robert Fritz 
(PA Section). Late in the year, Renee Adams became our representative 
to that group, replacing Faith. This duo examined all claims in music 
synthesizer-related works, identified issues and problems, drafted 
correspondence, periodically brought issues and reports to the larger 
group comprised of Harriet Oler, Jodi Rush, Dorothy Schrader, Nancy 
Lawrence, Phill Gill, Julia Huff. Faith and Robert conducted several 
excellent briefings for the staff of our division, orienting them to 
the works involved in their study and highlighting some of the issues. 
As the year ends, Renee and Robert and continuing to correspond on 
pending claims and anticipate needing several more meetings with the 
larger group quite soon. 


Templates/shell/piggy-back programs: Victoria Miklos-Vego and Taru 
Spiegel took on the task of examining all claims in works that purport 


to be computer programs but that actually employ a preexisting program, 
such as LOTUS 1-2-3 designed to produce spreadsheets, and that contain 
the data and/or instructions needed to customize that prior program to 
produce a particular output product. Whether the data and/or 
instructions added by the customizer are capable of sustaining a 
registration is one issue to be resolved, especially where there may be 
only one way (or at best only a few ways) to achieve that particular 
output product using the given program. Victoria and Taru are 
developing guide letters for their use and will be reporting back to 
section heads as they begin to receive replies to our letters. 


Screen Displays: a division-wide task group comprised of Literary and 
PA Section Heads (including Nancy Lawrence and Phill Gill from 
Literary), Team Leaders from VA and from the Motion Picture Unit, plus 
our chief and assistant chief has been meeting during this year, 
dealing with all claims in computer screen displays. The Office made 
the decision that because the screens are an integral aspect of the 
computer program that generates them, they are inherently a part of 
the claim in the computer program and are not appropriately registered 
separately where the same claimant owns the program and its screens. 
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This task group has been meeting during the latter part of the year 
working out implementation of the Office's policy decision. Although 
some guide letters were created, most of the several hundred letters 
needing to be drafted require original language. Once we are able to 
work through some of the issues and develop workable guidelines, we 
anticipate training our staff in examining these claims. However, 
there is much to be done before that can be a reality. From time to 
time we meet with the General Counsel to raise issues, make 
recommendations, and resolve problems. 


Referral Task Group: Section Head Phill Gill continued to represent 
Literary in this Office-wide task group. 


Correspondence Task Group: Ellen Lazarus chaired this Examining 
Division group until she left on maternity leave in January, with 
Melissa Dadant filling in her absence. Lorraine Berry and Rose Apter 
served as members of that Group with Lorraine chairing the Ergonomics 
Subcommittee and with Rose co-chairing the Printer Subcommittee. Rose 
presently serves as a WordPerfect instructor and resource person. 


Examining Division Labor-Management Satellite Group: Mark Thur served 


as liaison between our satellite group and the LMWG. Also serving on 
our satellite group were Tim Schurtter and Lorraine Berry 


III. SUBSTANTIVE DEVELOPMENTS 


PAL Programs: during the year we began receiving a few claims in PAL 
programs. The issue here was whether these works were copyrightable or 
whether they were more nearly hardware-oriented and not within the 
ambit of copyright. A PAL chip is a programmable chip in which the 
circuitry can be altered mechanically to perform a particular 
controller function, such as turning a timer off and on. The Literary 
Section Heads found themselves dealing with two parties in a 
forthcoming law suit: one side making a good case for PALS as 
traditional computer programs and the other side making a good case for 
PALS as mechanically altered machine parts. This issue has not yet 
been resolved, but our receipt of PAL claims seems to have dried up. 

We are waiting for word as to the likelihood of real litigation or at 
least some word in response to our letters. 


Expert and other knowledge-base systems: artificial intelligence 


software appears to be utilizing a different approach to computer 
programming -- a system based on a knowledge base or other extensive 
list of assumptions and/or questions that the computer sequentially 
sifts through in determining the likely answer to the problem posed. 
One of the major systems along this line is called Expert. Their 
deposits look distinctly different from traditional software. As the 
year ends, the Literary Section Heads are just beginning to research 
this corner of the software world and identify issues requiring 
further attention. This project will continue into the new year. 


Blank Forms: The 1987 Southern District of New York case of Matthew 
Bender & Co. v. Kluwer Law Book Publishers, Inc. came down at a time 
when we were beginning to review our policies with respect to 
registrability of blank forms. Attorney-adyisor Virginia Giroux 
prepared an extensive summary of existing policy statements and 
practices governing blank forms claims and a summary of judicial 
decisions concerning same. Due to the extensive compilation review 
this year, we were unable to actively pursue the blank forms issue. 
However, the Computer Screen Display Task Group is beginning to focus 
on the copyrightability of blank forms (in this instance those that 
happen to be on a computer screen). It may turn out that we reach some 
conclusions on this issue in that task group before we do so while 
approaching it from the hard-copy perspective. Meanwhile, Literary 
Section Heads Nancy Lawrence and Phill Gill have personally examined 
and determined registrability of borderline blank-form claims that are 
forwarded up-line from examiners. We look forward to being able to 
pursue this matter more actively in the year ahead. 


Digitized typefonts: after two years of study, debate, hearings, and 
public comment periods, the Office finally published its decision in 
the Federal Register at the very end of thiga fiscal year. The 
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decision essentially provides for registration of program code but not 
for any data comprising the actual typefont letters or characters. 
Section Head Nancy Lawrence has continued to receive all new claims in 
typefonts (now totalling more than 400 pending claims). Now that a 
decision has been reached, it will be necessary to write on most of 


these pending claims, explaining our policy decision and determining 
whether any registration is possible. 
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MEMOS ISSUED BETWEEN 10/1/87 AND 9/30/88 


Claims in Charts, Graphs and/or Tables 

Template Spreadsheet Computer Programs 

Prentice-Hall Books Deposited in Unpublished Form 

Microfilm: Best Edition 

Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. v. Kluwer Law Book 
Publishers, Inc., 672 F.Supp. 107 (S.D.N.Y. 1987) 

Pre-1978 Works 

Correspondence Files: All Logged Into CMS 

Cover Letters, etc. 

Forwarding Claims to the Database Task Group 

CMS Logging for UBs That Go Directly to Closed File 

Mechanisms For Moving Cancellation Claims 

Copyrightability of Compilations (update) 

Multiple Claims / Short Fee Problems (Update) 

Update on Closing Paragraphs 

Extra Copy Shelves 

Procedures for Handling with Accompanying Guides 

Forwarding Material to ICHA 


Implementation of Guidelines for Technicians 
Clearing Certain Unpublished Text Claims 
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11/2/87 
11/19/87 
11/25/87 


1/26/88 


2/5/88 
2/8/88 
3/8/88 
3/9/88 
3/16/88 
4/6/88 
5/18/88 
5/18/88 
6/6/88 
8/15/88 
9/12/88 
9/16/88 


9/16/88 


9/22/88 


MEMBERSHIP 


District of Columbia Bar 
Eugene Berry : Kentucky Bar Association 


District of Columbia Bar 
Rhode Island Bar Association 
Florida State Bar Association 
American Bar Association 


Virginia Giroux 


Ellen Lazarus 


Virginia State Bar 

Virginia Bar Association 
American Bar Association 
Federal Bar Association 


Nanette Petruzzelli 


State of Maryland Bar 
American Bar Association 


Isadore Rosen 


State of Maryland Bar 
Maryland Bar Association 
American Bar Association 
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SECTION HEAD 


Nancy H. Lawrence 


TEAM 1 
SUPERVISORY EXAMINER 


Susie Barfteld 


SENIOR EXAMINER 


Skip Schultz 


EXAMINERS 


L. Alden Almquist 
Bob McCoy 
Victoria Miklos-Vego 


TECHNICIANS 


Merleen Canty 
Malinda Carter 
Jim Lyons 


LITERARY SECTION I 


(effective September 29, 1988) 


SECTION ATTORNEY 


Virginia Giroux 


TEAM ORGANIZATION 


TEAM 2 
SUPERVISORY EXAMINER 


Noel Gillespie 


SENIOR EXAMINER 


Sonny Rosen 


EXAMINERS 
Anneltes Dobak 
Joe Mills 

Mark Thur 
TECHNICIANS 
LaVoice Calhoun 


Lucille Cook 
Bill Shuttleworth 
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SECTION SECRETARY 


Vacant 


CORRESPONDENCE UNIT 
UNIT SUPERVISOR 


Valarte Wright 


CLERKS 


Ann Bauersfeld 
Schamell Durham 
JoEllen Gass 

Vonnye Green 

Brenda Nolan 

Robin Queen 

Judith Rosewell-Caison 
Raymond Scott 

Paul Strickler 


SECTION HEAD 


Phill L. Gill 


TEAM 3 


SUPERVISORY EXAMINER 


Ellen Lazarus 


SENIOR EXAMINER 


Mickey Spillane 


EXAMINERS 


Renee Adams 
Rose Apter 
Carolyn Bennett 
Lorraine Berry 
John Colletta 
Peter Kearney 


TECHNICIANS 


Susan Harley 
Tim Schurtter 


LITERARY SECTION II 


(effective September 29, 1988) 


SECTION ATTORNEY 


Virginia Giroux 


TEAM ORGANIZATION 


TEAM 4 





SUPERVISORY EXAMINER 


Nanette Petruzzelli 


SENIOR EXAMINER 


Vacant 


EXAMINERS 


Gene Berry 

Donna Dugger 
Otis McClees 
Howard Rouff 


TECHNICIANS 


Donna Clark 
Tony Newton 
Richard Strick 
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SECTION SECRETARY 


Angela Tucker 


TEAM 5 





SUPERVISORY EXAMINER 


Jacquelyn Darden 


SENIOR EXAMINER 


Tom Simpson 


EXAMINERS 


Thomas Bland 
James George 
Jesse Golphin 
Tom Skallerup 
Taru Spiegel 


TECHNICIANS 


Gwen Andrews 
John Bethel 
Peggy Sullivan 
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Examining Division 


Bernard C. Dietz, Head Oy 
Renewals Section 
Examining Division 


ANNUAL REPORT OF RENEWALS SECTION - FY 1988 


FY 1988 saw the Renewals Section relocate to new office 
space, changes in personnel and increased efficiency in handling the 
workload. 


1.) After spending its first years in the center of the 
Madison Building, the section has relocated to the blue corner. No 
longer buried in the bowels of the monolith, the section adjoins both 
the Performing Arts Section and the Visual Arts Section. We are 
delighted to mingle with our peers and feel a part of the Examining 
Division. 


The move did not come easily however. While our space was 
being built, we relocated to temporary quarters in the green corridor. 
The staff was required to take space in the Register's Conference Room 
and the Mask Works Unit during our peak period of 1988. This relocation 
was handled in a mature cooperative spirit. Everyone chipped in to get 
us through the end of year/ beginning of year crunch and there was no 
diminution of public service. 


2.) The workload decreased about 5% over the past year. We 
entered roughly 42,000 renewals in FY 1988 while we entered about 
44,500 in FY 1987. Although we receive an increasing number of group 
renewals, this does not account for the decrease. This continuing trend 
is a result of fewer literary magazines and less original motion 
picture music. 


3.) The section was able to finish off the beginning of year 
backlog on July 15 of this year. We handled this workload with a 
smaller staff, more distractions and no overtime. Using a methodical 
approach, the staff worked off a workload that peaked at 16,500 claims 
on March 25. 


Attention was then turned to intersectional referrals and 
claims awaiting search reports. We have worked off these materials and 
we are looking to the end of year crunch with a clean slate. 


4.) There has been increased interest in termination of 
transfers. Very few authors are aware of their termination rights and 
we have received numerous inquiries. Most of these are made after the 
termination period has expired. 
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The widow of W.R. Burnett had negotiated with a production 
company for a remake of LITTLE CEASER only to find that the assignment 
her husband made to MGM back in 1930 had not been terminated. The 
author had provided a transfer for a lumpsum and she lost out ona 
considerable royalty. 


5.) There have been a number of personnel changes over the 
past year. Jim Rocca left the section to work for I & P. His position 
was first filled by Mary Jo Cosover and then by Roberto Baslilio. Rose 
Apter transferred to Literary after her excellent tour as a training 
officer for the Wordperfect project. Amanda Murphy is our workstudy 
participant. 


Jeri Brown and Rosa Scotton each received 20 year pins. Edna 
Blakely received a QSI. 


The Section Head spoke before a group of publishers and 
attorneys in London in November and conducted a session for the 
International Copyright Institute in September. He continues to serve 
on the PTC steering committee for the D.C. Bar and contributes on a 
regular basis to the EIPR. 
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Fiscal Year 1988 


l. The section continues to receive a substantial number of claims 
where copyright protection is sought for the designs of useful articles 
such as lamp bases and the cuts and shapes of Halloween costumes. The 
Section Head and Attorney~Advisor gave depositions as to the extent of 
copyrightable sculptural authorship in Halloween costumes in the case 
of National Theme Productions, Inc. v- Jersey B. beck, Inc. brought in 
the Southern District of California. Most applicants who submit claims 
for dolls and stuffed animals also try to extend copyright protection 
to the clothing applied to the soft sculptures. One exception has been 
claims for the designs of printed circuit boards which have dropped off 
considerably during the fiscal year, which is probably due to the 
industry becoming informed that this material is not copyrightable from 
numerous rejections by the section. 


2. Special Handling requests dropped to approximately 750 claims 
compared to 796 claims last year which is still a considerable work- 
load for the section. Again we received a substantial number of 
appeals covering all areas of pictorial, graphic and sculptural works 
which keeps the two Attorney-Advisors amply busy. 


3. Julia Huff, Supervisory Copyright Examiner was promoted to the 
position of Section Head, Performing Arts Section and was replaced by 
Melissa Dadant. At the request of the Register, Melissa has been 
assigned a very active role in the planning and the organization of the 
combined Federal Campaign for next fiscal year. Two Supervisory 
Copyright Examiners, Melissa Dadant and Debby Weinstein served on the 
Screen Display Task Group. Debby is also serving on the Referral Task 
Groupe Warren Cytron, an Examiner, was detailed to the Performing Arts 
Section. ) 


4. In April 1988, five examiners began producing correspondence on IBM 
PCs, as part of "Phase I" of automating the entire professional staff 
of the Division. By the end of the summer, all the examiners, attorney 
advisors, team leaders, and the senior examiner had received their PCs 
and were trained in WordPerfect. All the technicians had learned 
WordPerfect and shared two PCs-~one per team. Peter Vankevich and 
Melissa Dadant were among the,group that trained the staff after Phase 
I, and Peter and Joy Mansfield continue as resource persons for the 
Section. The Visual Arts Section, like the Division at large, has 
experienced an improvement in the time required to get letters back 
from the Correspondence Unit. 
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The Performing Arts Section has experienced an extremely busy 
year that included many staffing changes, a space reorganization, and a 
workload increase. Even with the many changes that occurred, the staff 
worked steadily with high spirits to decrease a backlog situation in 
examining and correspondence. The section”s objective for 1988 were 
addressed with commitment and enthusiasm, but due to the changing 
circumstances in the Library, the Motion Picture Product Line is on 
hold because of Guild decertification. The section continues to 
address other goals and objective with the new section head. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES 


The section head position was vacant from October until mid- 
February when Julia Huff was appointed to the position. During those 
months, the Team Leaders rotated as Acting Section Head and at the same 
time performed their regular duties as team leaders. We hired four 
examiners, Ingrid Bough, Claire Gardner, Wilbur Jones, and Falle 
Nelson. We also hired three technicians, Katrina Adams, Denise 
Garrett, and Terri Hardy. In September, the Library detailed a 
handicapped staff member, John Heckel, to be trained as a technician. 
Due to a Reduction in Force in FRD, we gained Robert Levy as a 
technician for two months. Warren Cytron was detailed from the Visual 
Arts Section in August for three months and Thomas Bland was detailed 
in September for four months. These temporary additions to our staff 
were necessitated by several losses including a four-month detail for 
Norma Baker that began in July and that will be extended into the new 
fiscal year. We also lost examiner Lydia Bernstein and technician 
Richard Johnson due to medical disability. Linda Martin transferred 
to another division. Examiner Jan Lauridsen took a two-month leave of 
absence to do research in Australia. 


In the Correspondence Unit, we hired a new clerk, Kimberly 
Howie, and two work study students, Nadine Dumorne and Anthony Grahan. 
Clerk Cheryl Malloy transferred to another division and work study 
Chereace Spriggs resigned to attend college. Rosslyn Lynch converted 
from work study to full time clerk. Geneva McGilvery retired. We are 
presently fully staffed in this Unit. 


OPERATIONAL MATTERS : STATISTICS 


Total registrations (PA and SR) numbered this year were 
187,005, breaking down as follows: 


PA: 158,891 
SR: 28,114 
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We experienced a workflow increase of approximately 7% 
during the year and at one time had 21,000 claims on hand to be 
examined (5000 motion picture claims and 16,000 PA/SR claims). The 
examiners have consistently handled a heavier than normal workload of 
new claims. Together with the assistance of detailees, the senior 
examiners, and supervisors, and by working some compensatory time, we 
worked to reduce that number by the end of the fiscal year. We 
anticipate a further reduction in claims on hand after we hire three 
new examiners in the near future. Our other work statistics, including 
correspondence and replies are quite manageable. 


The Correspondence Unit is current and has been for several 
months in both PA and VA correspondence. 


WORKFLOW AND PROCEDURES 


The staff was outfitted with IBM personal computers and they 
were trained to use Wordperfect. The use of PC“s has been a great 
morale factor for the staff and has increaged the efficiency with which 
we process our correspondence. Our PC resource people, Claire Gardner, 
Wilda Heiss, Sarah Morgan, and Geoff Simon participated in setting up 
the training manual, in training the staff, and acting as ongoing 
resource for the staff. 


With the advent of the PC“s_ the clerks were trained in CMS 
duties and in UB preparation. This frees the technicians to do more 
screening, replies, and correspondence. 


A Correspondence Unit Procedures Manual is in its final stage 
of review. 


We hired a non-typing work study full time during the summer 
months and part time during the school year. His duties include 
assisting the supervisors with distribution; photocopying applications 
for examiners and technicians; distributing replies to the teams; and 
several specific duties with the Motion Picture team. His assistance 
has been a valuable contribution to the section’s workflow. 


Post-registration referrals: The section secretary has used 
the automated data base efficiently and has streamlined the entire 
referral process within the section by reducing the number of duplicate 
actions that were being entered on the data base and CMS. 


We shifted the responsibility of general telephone inquiries 
to the Public Information Office. This has greatly reduced the amount 
of time examiners spend on telephone inquiries as well as the amount of 
time clerks spend taking information and locating an examiner. 
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The Motion Picture team completed an updated manual of 
practices and procedures by April and updated their procedures for 
completing the Motion Picture Data Sheet. Also Deposits and 
Acquisitions assumed most of the responsibilities for the 90-Day 
Advanced Selection Procedures. 


The Motion Picture Product Line was due to begin in early 
July; however, the Guild was decertified and thus, the implementation 
is delayed for several months. Shirley Wendell worked with Ginny Kass 
from Cataloging Division to complete all practices and procedures and a 
training manual. The terminals were installed in preparation for 
implementation. 


Shirley also completed a review of no replies on hand. MBRS 
is reviewing no reply copies on a regular basis now. This will 
alleviate a backlog of this material in the area. 


Problem cases with copies from MBRS will no longer be 
returned to the Motion Picture team. We analyzed the source of these 
problems with Receiving and Processing and found that most problems 
originated outside the Examining Division. 


The section experienced a space reorganization with the 
Motion Picture team being moved to LM 444. This move had a temporary 
effect on the entire section’s production; however, the Motion Picture 
team has benefitted from the additional space and security provided in 
the new area. 


Regular meeting times were established for supervisors, for 
teams, and for the Correspondence Unit. The supervisors meet each 
Thursday at 10:00; the teams meet the first Thursday of the pay period 
at 2:00; the Correspondence Unit meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 2:15. 


EXAMINING ISSUES AND PROCEDURES 


Colorization of Motion Pictures: The final regulation for 
copyright registration of colorized versions of black and white motion 
pictures was issued August 9, 1988. We have registered one claim, 
ASPHALT JUNGLE, and we have about two dozen claims pending 
correspondence and clarification of the deposit requirements for the 
black and white copy. 


Computer Screen Displays: The Office announced a decision on 
June 6, 1988 to allow only a single registration for all copyrightable 
expression embodied in a computer program, including computer screen 
displays, and owned by the same claimant. Shirley Wendell and Julia 
Huff are examining screen display cases in accordance with preliminary 
practices established at Task Group Meetings with Dorothy Schrader. 
The guide letters have been installed on the PCs. 
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Drum Program and Synthesized Music Claims: The section issued 
practices and procedures for handling drum programming claims. Robert 
Fritz is still handling synthesized music claims in accordance with 
practices established by the Examining Division Task Group on 
Synthesizer Music. 


Guide Letters: The Guide Letter Revision Task Group has 
revised two series of letters and they have been issued to the staff. 
The 4 series is now with the staff for comment. 


CA Applications: A backlog of CA applications was processed 
with a new guide letter and the help of a correspondence clerk who was 
initially trained to complete UB’s and perform CMS actions. The 
applications are now being distributed on a regular basis. 


Unpublished Collections: After much consultation with the 
staff we resumed a former practice of questioning the ownership of an 
unpublished collection when multiple authors are named as claimants and 
when there is evidence on the application, deposit, or in a covering 
letter that the authors did not contribute to each song in the 
collection. 


Tracking Form: Jim Vassar proposed and designed a tracking 
form for the staff. The purpose of the form is to record the status of 
unresolved issues and questions about, or proposed changes in, our 
practices. 


Subliminal Text: With the help of the General Counsel’s 
office, a preliminary study of subliminal text has been completed. Joe 
Miranda is in the process of writing a section practice for these 
works. - 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The section secretary and several correspondence clerks 
cleaned out and reorganized the section files with the help of a 
Records Analyst from Central Services Division. 


Robert Fritz proposed a space reorganization in our equipment 
and storage room that will provide room for a small conference table 
for meetings. Hugh Clark has drawn up a plan and forwarded a request 
to the Administrative Office. 


INTERESTING CASES 


As usual the entertainment world inspired composers to create 
songs based on topics of the day. For example, we registered a song 
entitled COLORIZATION with lyrics such as "Thanks to Ted Turner, its 
become a sensation." We registered a song entitled LET US TELL THE 
WORLD by two Chinese authors. The song is about peace with Chinese 
lyrics and Western style music. We also registered an unpublished 
collection of songs written by our staff member, Debra DeBello. 


We registered a posthumous work by Richard Strauss entitled 
ROMANZE FUR VIOLONCELLO AND ORCHESTER F-Dur o- Op. KEG CB 134. We 
registered several works by other well-known people: 


Chick Corea BLUE SPACE 
Rod Serling STOP ALONG THE WAY 
Roger Williams CONCERTO FOR CHOPSTICKS 
Jimmy Rowles, Johnny Mercer PAVIN* CALIFORNIA 
Glenn Nelson Jr., YOU“VE GOT THE BEST OF 
5 Brooke Shields, Dyrk Godby MY HEART 
Buddy Ebsen TEN DOLLARS AND A 
TAMBOURINE — 
Jerome Kern and OUT THERE IN THE ORCHARD 
Oscar Hammerstein II MIS“RY“S COMIN” 
Jehan Alain CINQ PIECES FACILES POUR 


ORGUE OU PIANO and LARGO 
ASSAI POUR VIOLONCELLE ET 


PIANO 
Virgil Thompson WILEY HITCHCOCK; TWO BIRDS 
Leonard Bernstein PICCOLA SERENATA FOR KARL 


BOEHM ON HIS 85TH BIRTHDAY 


On the lighter side we registered a song by an individual who 
had hand-drawn his own staff paper on the back of a Copyright Office 
manila envelope. 


Robert Fritz had a lengthy explanation from a remitter about 
a claim in a sound recording of the Caribbean Humpback Whales. We did 
complete the registration. 


ANNUAL REPORT, FY 1988 
MASK WORK UNIT 


In FY88, the Mask Work Unit operated on a part-time basis. 
Bill Briganti moved his office to the Visual Arts Section in November 
1987, when Melissa Dadant was detailed to the Literary Section for six 
months. In May 1988, Melissa also moved to the Visual Arts Section. 
Mask work examining is still done in a separate unit on an "as needed" 
basis. 


During the year, the Unit considered whether it should offer 
the option of dual registrations for the base and metallization 
portions of a gate array mask work when the owner of the two portions 
is the same. To date, separate registrations are allowed only when 
ownership is not the same. It was decided that the regulation would 
have to be changed in order to allow separate registrations. No action 
has been taken to change the regulation. 


The Office was asked by the Semiconductor Industry 
Association to make a policy stating that we will register ‘'discrete" 
semiconductor chips. A "discrete" semiconductor chip is a chip that 
either (1) consists of a single electronic component, or (2) consists 
of multiple components that function as a single electronic component 
and have only two leads--one for input and one for output. The Office 
has never stated that we will not register discrete semiconductor 
chips, and has been informed that it has made more than one 
registration for discretes. Partly for these reasons, the Office has 
not made a policy statement on the issue. 


In May 1988, Melissa Dadant and Ralph Oman visited the 
Industrial Property Cooperation Center, the Japanese equivalent of the 
Mask Work Unit, at the invitation of its Managing Director, Kazushi 
Watanabe. In a series of meetings and visit to the IPCC office, the 
parties exchanged information on the two registration systems. Though 
operations differ in form between the two countries’ systems, most of 
the material differences in registration standards are those imposed by 
the differences in the chip protection statutes. 


The Mask Work Unit registered its first gallium arsenide 
chips in FY88 after a second appeal on the issue of protectability. 
This was the first appeal that resulted in a registration. Later, 
another mask work was registered after an appeal. 


